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                        Superior Essex Wins 2019 Product Innovation Award from Architectural SSL Magazine

                    

                    
                                                Posted on December 11th, 2019

                                            

                    
                        A distinguished panel of 15 designers and lighting specialists skilled in product evaluation from Architectural SSL magazine selected our CAT 6+ Low-Smoke, Halogen-Free (LSHF) Hybrid Data Cable as a winner of their 2019 Product Innovation Awards (PIA).

The magazine is dedicated to recognizing the people behind the innovative LED and solid-state luminaries (SSL) and fixtures who are pushing to make solid-state lighting a truly sustainable technology. They chose our cable as a clear innovator in the Components & Light Sources category for remaining environmentally friendly while still delivering peak Power-over-Ethernet performance.

Read about our winning cable and the rest of the award recipients mentioned in the October 2019 issue of the magazine.

                    

                

            

        

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        Superior Essex Communications Pilots Declare Label Initiative

                    

                    
                                                Posted on October 17th, 2019

                                            

                    
                        Superior Essex Communications is leading the way in the advancement of combined human health and environmental impact transparency by participating in the Declare + Embodied Carbon pilot program.

The International Living Future Institute (ILFI) announced at the Living Product Expo in Nashville (TN) that it would be releasing new Declare labels that include product embodied carbon alongside ingredient disclosure. The labels would be pioneered by Superior Essex along with Armstrong Ceiling and Wall Solutions as well as Interface, one of the leading carpet and flooring manufacturers in the world.

Annie Bevan, Global Head of Sustainability for Superior Essex Communications, said that the design community is starting to consider to the importance and impact of products behind the walls when sourcing sustainable material. She added that being part of this pilot program is an honor she and her team take great pride in.

“Fundamentally our organization believes in going beyond simple transparency and has chosen to lead by example,” she said. “We are working to utilize life cycle assessment data to include life cycle impact thinking into our product design process. Providing embodied carbon information alongside transparent compositional chemistry information on our Declare labels provides a more holistic story for our products, and we’re committed to make finding this information easier for our customers.”

Bevan believes that having attention being paid to the products people don’t see, touch, and feel all the time because they are behind a wall is the next step in a sustainability revolution that is happening in sustainable intelligent building sector.

The mutually beneficial relationship with the ILFI in its revamped Declare label initiative will continue to shine light on what is being done by Superior Essex Communications.

“Declare labels are now considering not only human health optimization and highlighting the elimination of red list chemistries but also how a company is reducing the impact on the environment throughout its life cycle,” she said. “This is a huge step in open communication regarding holistic sustainability.”

The simplicity of the new ILFI program — the ease of use by both manufacturers and product specifiers — have helped to increase the market demand for chemical transparency and healthier building products.

According to the press release issued by the organization, Declare manufacturers are being asked to invest in the future of material health, namely in the reduction of embodied carbon. There is a direct focus on the sourcing of raw materials, manufacturing, and transport, to the waste created through the entire product life cycle, quantifying the contributions of the supply chain and manufacturing of building products to the climate change problem creates data that can be turned into action.

With the additional knowledge of how environmental impacts can further exacerbate human health outcomes, the new Declare labels now incorporate new critical decision making criteria into an important procurement and specification tool.

James Connelly, Vice President of Strategic Growth at IFLI, stated the new labels are designed to specifically target the market demands.

“ILFI is addressing embodied carbon directly,” Connelly said. “As an industry, we’re used to thinking about material health in terms of its impact on human health; now we are leading the products industry with the recognition that embodied carbon, with its impact on climate change and global pollution, also has serious ramifications for human health.

“Our partners are moving the needle on transparency around not only materials but also the energy that goes into manufacturing that have long-term consequences on this planet.”

To read the full press release from ILFI, click here.

To learn more about sustainable intelligent products and buildings from Superior Essex, visit our sustainability microsite here.

About Superior Essex Communications

Superior Essex Communications is the leading manufacturer and supplier of communications cable in North America. It is on the forefront of innovation through Power over Ethernet, Intelligent Buildings and Cities, 5G Fiber infrastructure including Hybrid and Composite solutions, as well as technological advancements being made at its Product Development Center. Superior Essex Communications. Superior Essex Communications is Everywhere You Live and Work® and believes that technology that interconnects the world should also respect it.

About the International Living Future Institute

The International Living Future Institute is an environmental NGO committed to catalyzing the transformation toward communities that are socially just, culturally rich and ecologically restorative. ILFI is premised on the belief that providing a compelling vision for the future is a fundamental requirement for reconciling humanity’s relationship with the natural world. ILFI operates the Living Building Challenge, the built environment’s most ambitious performance standard. It is a hub for many other visionary programs that support the transformation toward a living future. For more information please visit https://living-future.org/.

                    

                

            

        

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        Bevan Shares LP50, Closing the Transparency Loop Insights

                    

                    
                                                Posted on October 16th, 2019

                                            

                    
                        This excerpt is republished with permission of the International Living Future Institute (ILFI). It was orginally written by Shawn Fisher Hesse for Trim Tab Magazine and is available on the organization website. 

The work of passionate practitioners and organizations in our community is vital to the realization of a Living Future. Those practitioners dedicate their careers to elevate conversations about our regenerative design programs with their clients and peers, share our inspiring vision of socially just, culturally rich, and ecologically restorative communities, and are committed to making that vision a reality. Those helping this happen are at all stages in their careers, from senior leadership to recent graduates, and they represent well-known organizations, small start-ups and consultancies.

Over the last several years, we have begun convening stakeholder groups of these leaders and influencers into cohort who are leading the growth and adoption of Living Future programs in their sectors. This stakeholder ecosystem creates a space to build relationships between ILFI and these senior leaders as well as facilitate peer-to-peer learning and sharing.

We work together to grow adoption of Living Future programs in new industries and market segments, and support one another in advocating for the work that we all know is right.  Participants in these stakeholder cohorts are able to provide direct feedback on the programs and tools needed from their perspectives in the marketplace, and help us to lead a shift in thinking for entire industries and market sectors.

We have convened a dozen different stakeholder groups, including:

	Tech Leaders, made up of some of the leading technology providers in the world, including Google, Microsoft, Salesforce, Facebook, and more, who are working together to leverage their global impact to mainstream regenerative design.
	Living Building Leaders, made up of architects at the largest firms in the country, meet to support each other in scaling adoption of the Living Building Challenge by bringing it to more clients, and embedding it as a philosophy into the fabric of their firms.
	Living Product 50 (LP50) is a collaboration among fifty leading manufacturers that are working to create the world’s first Living Products.
	Paris Solutions Campaign brings together a cross-disciplinary group of organizations committed to exceeding the Paris Accord carbon reductions by making zero energy and zero carbon buildings and communities the norm.


Among those included was Superior Essex Communications Global Head of Sustainability, Annie Bevan.

The excerpt on the site was taken from the Living Product 50 (LP50) section and read as follows:

Featuring Annie Bevan of Superior Essex:

“One of the most inspirational aspects of the normalization of sustainability in business has been seeing so many companies, across multiple plains of the vale chain, working together towards a common goal. The increased transparency, the collaboration and the dialogue that has opened up in recent months are all positive steps which motivate me and many others to keep pushing towards a better tomorrow.

“I find value in ideating and helping to create as well as share best practices. Those interactions can be with a peer or a competitor, so long as there is a mutual respect and an understanding that we are all in this together. We believe that a rising tide will lift all boats. The LP50 Letter to the A&D community [have been a positive and valuable outcome of the group.] The LP50 is where the Closing the Transparency loop movement started. We looked around the room and asked the question, “has anyone really heard that us investing in sustainability has mattered?” — the answer was no. So we came together to write a letter that sent a very powerful signal to the marketplace that we are here and [we are] invested, but we need to know that it matters—it has been amazing to see this collaboration and response from the market unfold.

“I think that anytime you can have repeated, positive, interactions with like-minded individuals it will present natural growth opportunities. We, together, as 45 manufacturers, created and signed a letter that sent a signal to the market. The response was a Materials Pledge that has now been signed by over 70 A&D firms. The next phase is working to grow the Closing the Transparency Loop movement, the LP50 [as the] place where manufacturers collaborate to create a louder voice together. I am very excited to see the growth of this program and the LP50 overall as we can do so much more together than we can separately.”

Annie Bevan is a sustainability professional with over 10 years of experience working with organizations to develop processes, procedures, and standards to analyze and certify various sustainability claims in products, supply chains, buildings, and within manufacturing operations. She is widely regarded in the industry as an expert in sustainability program development, corporate social responsibility and third-party verification. In her role as the Global Head of Sustainability, she oversees Superior Essex market leading sustainability program, working to collaborate and accelerate their sustainability platform through engagement with both customers and suppliers. She is driven by a passion to create positive change through collaboration and is inspired by the interconnectivity of all things in both nature and business.

In addition to her work at Superior Essex, she sits as a technical advisor and collaborator with: the US Green Building Council’s Materials and Resources TAG for the LEED rating system, the International Living Future Institute (ILFI), my green lab, the Department of Defense, the General Services Administration, Clean Production Action and the GreenScreen Program, the Sustainable Purchasing Leadership Council, and the Collaborative for High Performing Schools, among other programs and efforts.

To read about the others identified by Living Future, please visit its website by clicking here.

 

                    

                

            

        

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        35 Sustainable Intelligent Building Terms You Need to Know

                    

                    
                                                Posted on October 10th, 2019

                                            

                    
                        Every field has a unique-to-itself vocabulary that is specific to the profession, and sustainable intelligent building is no different. The technical terms of this field have very specific meanings, in which knowing and correctly using them can easily identify you as an insider, while not knowing this lingo often isolates and confuses those attempting to break in.

This technical language often will create meanings that are context-dependent, and within that context, these definitions do not vary.

Superior Essex Communications has attempted to craft a technical definition for two different audiences within this field: expert and non-expert. The definitions for the relevant terminology will provide a simple explanation of words that one will, undoubtedly, hear at trade shows or in technical writings as the worlds of sustainability and intelligent buildings continue to converge into one.

These are intentionally not dictionary definitions, but rather a context that offers a base of knowledge for how the terminology may be used.

AC Power — AC stands for alternating current, which means the current will reverse direction. AC electricity is measured according to its cycles, with one complete cycle being counted each time a given current travels in one direction and then doubles back on itself. In the U.S. it is measure to 60 Hertz (Hz) in some foreign countries, it’s 50 Hz. This type of power is good for a long transmission, bulk, high energy, high-powered, high voltage, high current, longer distance applications, and is more efficient than DC.

AC power is less dangerous than DC and therefore it is the type of electricity that is most commonly used in homes and offices. In the AC world, 300 volts is considered high voltage; anything below that is low voltage.

API — This is the shortcut version of saying ‘Application Programming Interface,’ which is a set of functions and procedures allowing the creation of applications that access the features or data of an operating system, application, or other service.

For the simplist of understandings in intelligent building, an API is the bridge between one operating system to another. In a practical application, if you want to power a light fixture, it’s going to have an API. Meaning, the API will first connect with a signal on PoE and then also a sensor. The API is the intelligence hub in an environment that controls everything.

CSR — The short form of ‘Corporate Social Responsibility’. This is an organizational framework that helps a corporation better define total encompassing sustainability. A really good corporate social responsibility program addresses people, planet and profits — the triple bottom line. It defines a structure for an organization to dictate their goals and how these three things interrelate to make a truly sustainable business.

CaGBC — According to its website, the Canada Green Building Council (CaGBC) is a not-for-profit, national organization that has been working since 2002 to advance green building and sustainable community development practices in Canada. The CaGBC is the license holder for the LEED green building rating system in Canada and supports the WELL Building Standard and GRESB (Global Real Estate Sustainability Benchmark) in Canada.

The CaGBC is a partner to the USGBC which releases a Canadian Green Building Council, LEED standard but it references very closely to the United States version.

DC Power — Direct current (DC) is the unidirectional flow of an electric charge. When you look at power to most all the devices, they take direct current. Direct current means you always have a constant current. It does not matter whether it’s one amp, two amps, or three amps to direct positive and negative straight voltage and current levels, depending on what the devices need.

DC has many uses, and is more dangerous than AC. It can be used in automotive batteries, telecommunications, high-voltage power transmissions, and many other fuel cells.

Declare Label – Simply put, a Declare Label is a nutrition label for a building product that summarizes its compositional chemistry ingredients, but also can confirm that a product is Red List free.

Declare was created by the International Living Future Institute as a transparency platform and product database to educate and change the materials marketplace by allowing manufacturers to demonstrate their leadership in the marketplace as well as providing project teams with information for product sourcing.

Digital Electricity — This is a third option, next to AC and DC. It is created by taking the AC component of power and putting it at a frequency base. It will use very high frequency, over short times, to pulse AC power that is being delivered over a network cable — usually 22 gauge but it will work on network cables. With that transition, it’s frequency-based and requires a transmitter of AC coming in which then converts into Digital Electricity. It produces little packets of AC over frequency and a receiver that receives that signal with a little packet of power in it.

From there, it is converted back to AC or DC, whatever use case it is needed for. Simply put: it takes really quick pulses of power through a network cable and those add up, by the time you get to the other end, you have digital electricity. The advantage is that it allows push to power out over a much longer distances without having to plan for the normal voltage drop – and without having massive copper wire size to design around.

EPD – This is the abbreviation for ‘Environmental Product Declaration’. It’s a report that summarizes the total life cycle impacts of a product from raw material extraction to end of life disposal (cradle to grave). The output of this report summarizes what the overall environmental impacts of the total life cycle of that product.

ESG – ESG stands for Environmental Social Governance. It is a term that’s newly defined and really came up in the world when the U.N. created the U.N. Global Compact and the sustainable development goals. An ESG program is, basically, an evolved framework of a corporate social responsibility program. It means ultimately the same thing. It’s just an evolved term.

Embodied Carbon — Embodied carbon is a measure of the total carbon that was emitted across the product’s life cycle to make that product and to put in a building.

Energy Efficiency — Simply put, this is a means of saving energy. The slightly longer version is implementing processes and procedures and systems that allow energies to be reduced. It can also be means of installing renewable energy sources to ensure that there is an efficiency of the energy usage of the building in itself.

Global Warming Potential – You’ll commonly see this in acronym form which is GWP. Global warming potential is understood through life cycle assessment and can be reported in an Environmental Product Declaration. This is the number on an EPD or LCA that tells someone what the embodied carbon is of that product; so global warming potential is the life cycle term of embodied carbon.

HPD – Health Product Declaration is a report that summarizes the total compositional chemistry of a product and the human health hazards associated with that compositional chemistry. Human health impacts are translated through what is called the Green Screen List Translator, which is a tool that basically identifies the hazardous chemistries (LT-1) and then chemistries that are not so hazardous (LT-UNK).

High voltage — One thing to consider when referencing high voltage is, according to the code, could be either 600 volts or 300 volts. So, anything above that is considered high voltage, anything below that’s low voltage. Most devices, except for the old incandescent light bulbs and some motors, run low voltage. High voltage is actually more efficient today because of the equipment now versus historically.

IEEE — I-triple-E is the shorthand version of Institute of Electronic and Electrical Engineers. This is an association that is, essentially, responsible for Power over Ethernet. Anything ethernet-related is going to come through I-triple-E as an association. An example is, Cisco switches and all the protocols in the switching in servers, are all dictated by I-triple-E.

ILFI — The International Living Future Institute is a nonprofit organization out of Seattle, WA that created the Living Building Challenge standard, as well as the Living Product Challenge standard, and Declare program amongst other green building and green product certifications.

IWBI — The International WELL Building Institute. It is the creator and maintainer of the WELL building standard.

Intelligent Buildings — Intelligent buildings are buildings that will interact with its environment independent of human contact, it’s based on user input and settings. Once there are user input settings and set definitions, the devices in the building will react based on those. So basically, and once it’s been predefined, if the lights are too bright in the room, or rooms, the shades are going to change, the lights are going to change based on predefined expectations and set, the building will take those and self-manage itself.

And the next step above that, is when the building starts to self-farm. We’re not that far yet. That’s artificial intelligence, at some point. But today, it’s based on those protocols and those definitions. The building will self-manage, based on the setup. That’s the intelligence. Data’s coming in and the building is reacting to that data to change conditions.

IoT – This is the acronym for ‘Internet of Things’. It is where devices have started to be connected or networked, in the IP-based protocol. It is a general term used for all these devices, IoT device, could be a phone, it could be a camera, or it could be a fan or a motor. Anything that is networked in nature is going to be under the umbrella of Internet of Things. Things controlled by the Internet. ‘Things’ is a broad brush of all these different devices, which is millions and millions of devices today. Everything that is Power-over-Ethernet and PowerWise falls under the IoT umbrella, because the whole big picture is Internet of Things and Intelligent building fits right underneath that.

LEED — This is the short form for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, which is the leading green building standard on the market. LEED basically certifies that buildings are better, more sustainable than code. There are certain levels: certified, silver, gold, platinum. Platinum is the best, most green building according to the LEED rating system.

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) — Life cycle assessment is actually the study in which we are understanding the total environmental impacts across every stage of a product’s life cycle. What are the environmental impacts of raw material extraction? The shipping in between that to the manufacturing facility. What are the environmental impacts of the manufacturing operations to produce the product? The shipping to the end user. What’s the impact in the use phase, shipping, and then what’s the end of life opportunity for that product? A life cycle assessment produces scientific results of impacts a product throughout each of these phases.

Life Cycle Optimization — Life cycle optimization is a review of a product’s life cycle impacts. Implementing changes to raw material extraction, manufacturing operations, or how a product interacts within its use phase, or its end of life. How an organization make changes that then reduces their life cycle impacts of their products.

Living Building Challenge – The living building challenge standard is a green building standard that defines what a truly sustainable building is. Not one that’s just better than code—what it means for a building to be sustainable.

Living Product Challenge Certification (LPC) — Living Product Challenge Certification is one of the most rigorous, environmental product certifications on the market. It is a multi-attribute assessment that audits products across 20 different imperatives. It’s the same as a Living Building Challenge for a building, same concept, but for a product

Having a product that is Living Product Challenge certified ensures that a company has positively benefited the community through hand prints. A hand print is an idea that instead of footprints (like a carbon footprint) we all have looked at how we can reduce our footprints. Hand prints are actually giving back to the earth to create a positive impact instead of just reducing negative impact.

Low Voltage — Low voltage, is considered to be anything below 300 volts.

MaterialsCAN — The Material’s Carbon Action Network in this group that has come together to include Skanska, Gensler, USG, Saint-Gobain, Armstrong Ceilings, Interface, Kingspan Panels and Superior Essex. It was developed to educate the market on the importance of understanding what is embodied carbon and how architect and those in the building industry can make better decisions on the products they’re using, to include decision surrounding lower embodied carbon and the importance of this.  If one would start to choose products that have, in fact, lowered its embodied carbon, this will inherently have a large effect to reduce the buildings impacts on climate.

Operational Carbon – Operational Carbon is the carbon that would be emitted based on the energy used by the systems of a building.

PoE – Power over ethernet, which is defined by IEEE, is the delivery of power over network cabling. It is limited by wattage, 60 watts, or actually is the Type 3, Type 4, and up to 90 watts. Delivering power to devices over the network cables so you have data and power being delivered through one network cable to a device.

Red List Free – The Red List is a list of 800 of the worst acting chemicals that have been defined by the International Future Institute as chemicals to avoid in building projects, due to their human health impacts. To be Red List Free, means that the product does not have any of the materials on the Red List.

Smart City — This is a city where all buildings are interconnected. An Intelligent space means the building or the room is intelligent, and then smart city is actually applying, helping infrastructure be intelligent. How can roads be intelligent? How can every interaction within city, cluster, community could be, can be intelligent and interacting together?

Traffic is the most easily understood example: If there are sensors that can detect heavy traffic in certain areas, the city, the area will automatically, through the lights and rerouting, will automatically manage that flow to eliminate the congestion.

Sustainable Intelligent Spaces – This goes along the same thing as intelligent buildings, intelligent cities. It could be in a building, could be an extension of the building outside. It could be a home, could be anything. A space, whether it’s in the city or building or otherwise, that has intelligence to it, related to the operation of the space itself. It could be the environmental control. It could be the lighting controls. It could be any of those type of controls in that space. That’s becoming more prevalent in, today than ever.

How do those controls affect the efficiency, both energy and carbon on the building, as well as and positively promote human health? The sustainable aspect is, how can intelligent spaces actually support sustainable design? This means sustainable intelligent spaces is really intelligence plus sustainability combined into one message.

USGBC — The United State Green Building Council, is the standard creator for the LEED rating system.

WELL — There is not an acronym there. It’s just the WELL Building Standard. Ultimately, it’s a building standard that has been developed by both doctors and building practitioners to define and certify that a space is in fact healthier.

Zero Energy — Zero energy is a building that is designed to meet zero energy standards. Basically, a building that does not use any more energy than it has produced via renewable energy sources, in some ways. The International Living Future Institute and the USGBC both have certifications and different definitions of what is zero energy.
                    


                

            

        

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        Superior Essex Communications Receives Gold Rating in 2019 Cabling Installation & Maintenance Innovators Awards

                    

                    
                                                Posted on October 2nd, 2019

                                            

                    
                        Superior Essex Communications, the leading manufacturer and supplier of communications cable in North America, is proud to announce that its Category 6+ Low-Smoke Halogen-Free (LSHF) cabling product was recognized among the best in the industry by the 2019 Cabling Installation & Maintenance Innovators Awards. The stellar, third-party judging panel included cabling and communications system specifiers, designers, integrators and managers with vast professional experience in the industry.

Superior Essex was recognized as a Gold honoree in the Connection & Cross Connection Devices category during an awards reception held on October 1 at the 2019 BICSI Fall Expo, as hosted at the Mandalay Bay Conference Center in Las Vegas, NV. “On behalf of the Cabling Installation & Maintenance Innovators Awards, I would like to congratulate Superior Essex on their Gold-level honoree status,” said Patrick McLaughlin, Chief Editor at Cabling Installation & Maintenance. “This competitive, unbiased program celebrates the most original and innovative products in the industry.”

The judges selected the Superior Essex CAT 6+ LSHF cable as an award-winner for numerous reasons. In terms of technical specifications, the cable’s CAT 6 compliance ensures it will support 1000BASE-T Gigabit Ethernet while easily surpassing the Grade 2 requirements specified in the ANSI/TIA/EIA-570-B Residential Telecommunications standard. Furthermore, in terms of sustainability, the product proudly features a Health Product Declaration (HPD); contributes toward LEED, WELL and Living Building Challenge certification; and is Red List Free certified – meaning that none of the 800 most-harmful chemicals to humans are included in its composition or manufacturing.

“Superior Essex is committed to designing and developing cable products that are not only futureproof but that also contribute to a more sustainable future,” said Annie Bevan, Global Head of Sustainability at Superior Essex. “And we are immensely honored to have our CAT 6+ LSHF cable recognized for its contributions to both of these efforts. It’s a shining example of our product breadth, innovation and sustainability leadership in an ever-evolving communications marketplace.”

The company won this award for its innovative work on the Arch Nexus architecture design firm’s office in Sacramento, CA. Arch Nexus was seeking a Living Building Challenge certification for retrofitting an existing warehouse and transforming it into its newest office, and they relied on environmentally conscious Superior Essex CAT 6+ LSHF cable as the backbone of their communications systems. And today, Arch Nexus’ Sacramento office is now the first Living Building Challenge project in the world that is an adaptive reuse of an existing building, one that now generates more power than it expends.

Throughout the 2019 BICSI Fall Expo, visitors to the Superior Essex booth also had the opportunity to learn about the company’s Sustainable Intelligent Building experience and its numerous, industry-leading sustainability efforts. These include Superior Essex being one of only nine companies in the world to be certified as truly Zero Waste to Landfill; the only cable manufacturer with certified Red List Free products; and the first cable manufacturer with products that contribute points toward LEED® certification, the WELL Building Standard and the Living Product Challenge.

MEDIA CONTACT

Melanie Singleton, Director, Marketing Communications

Superior Essex International LP – Communications

[email protected]

ABOUT SUPERIOR ESSEX COMMUNICATIONS

Superior Essex Communications is the leading manufacturer and supplier of communications cable in North America. It is on the forefront of innovation through Power over Ethernet, Intelligent Buildings and Cities, 5G Fiber infrastructure including Hybrid and Composite solutions, as well as technological advancements being made at its Product Development Center. Superior Essex Communications is also setting the pace on sustainability by being the first and only company with a Zero Waste to Landfill Certification at its Hoisington (KS) plant; the first wire and cable producer to contribute points to LEED certification, and the first to offer verified sustainable cables in over 50 products. Superior Essex Communications is Everywhere You Live and Work®. Additional information is available at superioressexcommunications.com.

ABOUT CABLING INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

For over 20 years, Cabling Installation & Maintenance has provided useful, practical information to professionals responsible for the specification, design, installation and management of structured cabling systems serving enterprise, data center and other environments. These professionals are challenged to stay informed of constantly evolving standards, system-design and installation approaches, product and system capabilities, technologies, as well as applications that rely on high-performance structured cabling systems. Our editors synthesize these complex issues into multiple information products. This portfolio of information products provides concrete detail that improves the efficiency of day-to-day operations, and equips cabling professionals with the perspective that enables strategic planning for networks’ optimum long-term performance.

Additional information is available at cablinginstall.com.

                    

                

            

        

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        Superior Essex Provides Sustainable Intelligent Building Experience at 2019 BICSI Fall Expo

                    

                    
                                                Posted on September 30th, 2019

                                            

                    
                        Superior Essex Communications, the leading manufacturer and supplier of communications cable in North America, is proud to showcase its Sustainable Intelligent Building experience at the 2019 BICSI Fall Expo from September 29 to October 3 at the Mandalay Bay Convention Center in Las Vegas, NV.

At the Superior Essex booth (#1042), visitors will be able to both see and experience firsthand how sustainable cable connects and powers the office buildings, classrooms and hotels of tomorrow. The booth will showcase the many capabilities and benefits of Power-over-Ethernet (PoE) technology, as made possible by the company’s family of PowerWise® cabling products, which provide both data and power in a single cable.

Attendees will also be able to learn about the company’s numerous, industry-leading sustainability efforts. These include Superior Essex being one of only nine companies in the world to be certified as truly Zero Waste to Landfill; the only cable manufacturer with certified Red List Free products; and the first cable manufacturer with products that contribute points toward LEED® certification, the WELL Building Standard and the Living Product Challenge.

Superior Essex is partnering with Legrand to further demonstrate a real-world replica of both structured cabling solutions and the cabinetry, racks and accessories that pair with them. As part of their shared booth experience, the Legrand team will be hosting an active termination speed contest, replicating what their installation crews do out in the field every day.

Additionally, professional racecar driver Noah Gragson will be visiting the Superior Essex booth (#1042) to interact with fans and sign autographs on October 1 from 4 to 6 p.m. local time. Booth attendees will also have the opportunity to enter a giveaway prize drawing for two tickets to the 62nd annual DAYTONA 500 race. To view the redesigned Superior Essex racecar unveiling video for the first NASCAR Xfinity Series 2019 Playoffs race, visit JR Motorsports.

Outside of their booth, the company is proud to have Brian Ensign, Vice President of Marketing, Superior Essex Communications, participating in a panel discussion on the topic of “Implementing Digital Building Strategies and Applications within the Hospitality Space” on October 1 starting at 1:30 p.m. on the BICSI Main Stage. “I am honored to join this panel discussion of forward-thinking experts,” said Ensign. “For anyone working within the fields of Sustainable Intelligent Building design, IoT applications or the hospitality market segment, this event is one you most certainly won’t want to miss.”

Ensign, a past BICSI president, will be speaking alongside representatives from partner companies including Sinclair Holdings, Cisco Systems, VoltServer and Ivani. Their panel discussion will focus on the successful implementation of digital technologies such as networking, occupant sensing, digital electricity and structured cabling within the Sustainable Intelligent Building – specifically addressing the recent, digital transformation of the historic Sinclair Hotel in Fort Worth, TX.

MEDIA CONTACT

Melanie Singleton, Director, Marketing Communications

Superior Essex International LP – Communications

[email protected]

ABOUT SUPERIOR ESSEX COMMUNICATIONS

Superior Essex Communications is the leading manufacturer and supplier of communications cable in North America. It is on the forefront of innovation through Power over Ethernet, Intelligent Buildings and Cities, 5G Fiber infrastructure including Hybrid and Composite solutions, as well as technological advancements being made at its Product Development Center. Superior Essex Communications is also setting the pace on sustainability by being the first and only company with a Zero Waste to Landfill Certification at its Hoisington (KS) plant; the first wire and cable producer to contribute points to LEED certification, and the first to offer verified sustainable cables in over 50 products. Superior Essex Communications is Everywhere You Live and Work®. Additional information is available at superioressexcommunications.com.

ABOUT BICSI

Building Industry Consulting Service International (BICSI) is a global professional association supporting the advancement of the information and communications technology (ICT) community. We are headquartered in Tampa, Florida, USA, but our membership spans nearly 100 countries. Additional information is available at bicsi.org

                    

                

            

        

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        Kingspan Joins materialsCAN

                    

                    
                                                Posted on September 19th, 2019

                                            

                    
                        Kingspan has joined the Materials Carbon Action Network (materialsCAN), a group of members of the building industry that is ready to act on the smart prioritization of embodied carbon in building materials.

Interface Inc., a global commercial flooring company, launched materialsCAN in 2018 with Skanska, Gensler, USG, Saint-Gobain/CertainTeed and Armstrong Ceilings to change the way the industry looks at carbon. Kingspan will be working with these companies and fellow new member Superior Essex Communications to:

	Improve embodied carbon awareness via client, industry and external partnerships
	Support the creation of a methodology to enable analysis and prioritization of embodied carbon goals in specifications
	Highlight case studies on low carbon, carbon neutral and carbon sequestering interiors


Joining materialsCAN is just the latest step that Kingspan has taken to be a leader in carbon reduction. The company has pledged to become a Net Zero Energy company by 2020, sourcing all of its electricity and natural gas from renewable sources. Kingspan Group has also committed to reducing its Scope 1 and 2 emissions by 40 percent by 2025, as well as reducing Scope 3 emissions by 10 percent through its purchased goods and services, business travel, transportation, distribution and end-of-life treatment of sold products.

Kingspan’s products have a number certifications and are designed to help customers meet sustainable building goals by contributing to certifications like LEED and WELL. Kingspan’s product certifications include GREENGUARD Gold, Cradle to Cradle Material Health Silver, EPD and Red List Free.

“We’re excited to join materialsCAN and be among a group of leaders tackling the challenge of reducing carbon,” says Brent Trenga, building technology director at Kingspan. “Climate change is the fundamental design problem of our time, and embodied carbon in buildings plays a huge role. We must reduce the use of embodied carbon in building materials now to reduce future fossil fuel emissions.”

According to Architecture 2030, embodied carbon will be responsible for almost half of total new construction emissions between now and 2050. Annually, embodied carbon is responsible for 11 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions and 28 percent of global building sector emissions. The building industry has the opportunity to remake the built environment and reduce its CO2 footprint, and networks such as materialsCAN are paving the path for an industry with less embodied carbon.

 

Originally published by retrofit magazine. You can follow them on Facebook, here.

                    

                

            

        

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        DLR Group Delivers Sustainable Design Solutions 

                    

                    
                                                Posted on September 10th, 2019

                                            

                    
                        Having a self-described aspiration to elevate the human experience through design, DLR Group is also working to ensure that the planet remains a healthy place for everyone.

DLR Group has set itself apart from many integrated design firms by being an early adopter of sustainable-centric efforts. It has focused on being a leader by example through its participation in the AIA 2030 Challenge as well as having fundamental commitments to forward thinking design that helps put the needs of the customers at a direct intersection with the needs of a healthy Earth.

Jill Maltby-Abbott, an associate with DLR Group, explains that much of the work being done at the firm is to shift the balance of what has always been done in design with what should be done to ensure a sustainable future.

“The AIA is reporting that 57% of architecture firms are just recycling pieces of specifications and then another 16% are using the entire specification in full. That number is much higher than I ever realized, and I think it says a lot to our industry in terms of leaning on the work that’s already been done,” she said. “We are trying to see if we can’t make better decisions in a more visible and inspiring way.

“DLR Group is currently testing different ways materials ultimately manifest in drawings. We are trying to understand if there’s a way that we can better indicate selection criteria directly in the drawings.”

With environmental stewardship as a core value of the firm, DLR Group sees each project as an opportunity to deliver a sustainable design solution.

It has worked on the L.A. Memorial Coliseum renovation, the Pinnacle Bank Arena, the Baoshan Long Beach Winder Tower in Shanghai, as well as the Pathfinder Kindergarten Center in Everett (WA) proving that scale is not as important as satisfying its clients and introducing more sustainable buildings and designs.

Annie Bevan, Global Head of Sustainability for Superior Essex Communications, said that DLR Group is a tremendous example of how the design industry can play a positive role in increasing awareness of sustainable products.

“Each stop on a project roadmap has an opportunity to have an impact on making the planet a better place and what DLR Group is doing is maximizing its influence,” she said. “By including sustainability in design, and making healthier product recommendations, it can open the conversation and build trust that an owner has with the project team, as well as drive the business case for additionally investment in sustainability throughout the value chain.

“Design firms hold a powerful position in sustainability, and it is refreshing to know that DLR Group takes that position seriously.”



Superior Essex has the only product line of communication cables that are Red List Free, and can contribute to LEED and WELL, as well as the Living Building Challenge. Its position of leadership in manufacturing is increased as more requirements for sustainability are asked for by building owners and project teams.

The scope of influence that DLR Group can have on expansion of sustainability is not lost on it. The group has over 30 offices across the world, with more than 1,250 employees. It is attempting to make sure that it is sharing the same message across all locations.

Through the Seattle-based Healthy Materials Collaborative, DLR Group has started scaling up the lunch and learn surveying initiative in all of its locations. This peer surveying initiative has potential to scale through an internal mindfulMATERIALS AEC working group, which also collaborates with several industry peers.

DLR Group also has an internal reporting system that combines interactions between operations and material transparency. The firm has developed a tool that reveals ways for interiors-only projects to align with AIA 2030. This enables teams to further note transparent materials, track the most-attempted strategies for biophilic inclusion, share examples of ways design teams are executing daylight strategies, and engagement with the firm’s High Performance Design specialists.

Maltby-Abbott said that the awareness of specification reuse for efficiency versus specification reuse for achievement has resulted in more material transparency in design at DLR Group.

“We find that there’s multiple ways a spec package can come out and help a project,” she said. “I think a lot of times, you can get lost in the drawings. It can take a minute to get your head up and realize that a lot of what’s driving the production is the spec package. Those have to have equal value. What we really have is a change management situation. We have a lot of new information at our disposal that needs to be integrated into our existing design process. It’s exciting! We have more data and technology at our fingertips that can elevate design and when you combine that with the experience that our design teams have, we can manage a spec to improve the process and elevate our design.”

Bevan believes that the design community is benefiting from an excitement shift, like the one being seen at DLR Group.

“It seems like the current generation is paying a lot more attention to sustainability and that makes it buzzworthy to them. It is fundamental for millennials in the industry to include sustainability considerations into their decision making,” Bevan said. “That isn’t to say all generations are not buying in, because they are, it has just been more front of mind for younger people because it is more widely talked about now.

“What is encouraging is that there has been a groundswell of support from everyone and that is changing perception on sustainability. There are now clear business cases and tangible, monetary reasons to invest in sustainability. It makes the conversation easier to have with anyone.”

Maltby-Abbott believes that there may also just be a desire to get outside of a pre-built box that exists with a younger demographic of designers.

She points directly back to not wanting to recycle ideas combined with the more widespread awareness of healthy material sourcing.

“I think it says a lot for our leadership, too, to be willing to give the reins over to folks, and to learn,” Maltby-Abbott said. “There’s a huge demand from folks who don’t understand that recycled spec percentage number, 57%. I think once you hear that, you kind say, ‘Do I want to use the same product my entire career or do I want to make sure every product is tailored to every project?’, and I think we’re certainly on our way to understanding if that’s possible or not.

“As you compose drawings everybody has a piece, or could have a role, in that if they’re willing to engage with the language.”

About Superior Essex Communications

Superior Essex Communications is the leading manufacturer and supplier of communications cable in North America. It is on the forefront of innovation through Power over Ethernet, Intelligent Buildings and Cities, 5G Fiber infrastructure including Hybrid and Composite solutions, as well as technological advancements being made at its Product Development Center. Superior Essex Communications is also setting the pace on sustainability by being the first and only company with a Zero Waste to Landfill Certification at its Hoisington (KS) plant; the first wire and cable producer to contribute points to LEED certification, and the first to offer verified sustainable cables in over 50 products. Superior Essex Communications operates with the belief that the technology that interconnects the world should also respect it. Additional information is available at http://superioressexcommunications.com

About DLR Group

With offices around the globe housing specialized design expertise, your integrated design team is backed by the more than 1,000+ design professionals and the resources of the entire firm. This enables DLR Group to scale teams to meet your challenge and deliver specialized expertise to any location whenever, and wherever, it may be needed. Core areas of design expertise include Civic, Courts, Cultural+Performing Arts, Detention, Energy Services, Federal Markets, Healthcare, Higher Education, Hospitality, Housing, K-12 Education, Museums, Retail+Mixed-Use, Sports, and Workplace. DLR Group is a passionate advocate for sustainable design. We are an early adopter of the Architecture 2030 Challenge, and an initial signatory to the AIA 2030 Commitment and the China Accord. We believe sustainability is best judged by disciplined, systematic evaluation of high performance building metrics to measure the effectiveness of design.

                    

                

            

        

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        Gartner: IoT Market Growth Shows No Sign of Slowing

                    

                    
                                                Posted on September 4th, 2019

                                            

                    
                        Gartner forecasts that the enterprise and automotive Internet of Things (IoT) market will grow to 5.8 billion endpoints in 2020, a 21% increase from 2019.

By the end of 2019, 4.8 billion endpoints are expected to be in use, up 21.5% from 2018.

Utilities will be the highest user of IoT endpoints, totalling 1.17 billion endpoints in 2019, and increasing 17% in 2020 to reach 1.37 billion endpoints.

“Electricity smart metering, both residential and commercial will boost the adoption of IoT among utilities,” says Gartner senior research director Peter Middleton.

“Physical security, where building intruder detection and indoor surveillance use cases will drive volume, will be the second-largest user of IoT endpoints in 2020.”

Building automation, driven by connected lighting devices, will be the segment with the largest growth rate in 2020 (42%), followed by automotive and healthcare, which are forecast to grow 31% and 29% in 2020, respectively (see Table 1).

In healthcare, chronic condition monitoring will drive the most IoT endpoints, while in automotive, cars with embedded IoT connectivity will be supplemented by a range of add-on devices to accomplish specific tasks, such as fleet management.

Table 1

IoT Endpoint Market by Segment, 2018-2020, Worldwide (Installed Base, Billions of Units)

	Segment	2018	2019	2020
	Utilities	0.98	1.17	1.37
	Government	0.40	0.53	0.70
	Building Automation	0.23	0.31	0.44
	Physical Security	0.83	0.95	1.09
	Manufacturing & Natural Resources	0.33	0.40	0.49
	Automotive	0.27	0.36	0.47
	Healthcare Providers	0.21	0.28	0.36
	Retail & Wholesale Trade	0.29	0.36	0.44
	Information	0.37	0.37	0.37
	Transportation	0.06	0.07	0.08
	Total	3.96	4.81	5.81


Source: Gartner (August 2019)

“Overall, end-users will need to prepare to address an environment where the business units will increasingly buy IoT-enabled assets without policies for support, data ownership or integration into existing business applications,” says Gartner research vice president Alfonso Velosa.

This will require the CIO’s team to start developing a policy and architecture-based approach to support business units’ objectives while protecting the organisation from data threats.

“Technology providers will need to clearly and loudly communicate their IoT-based business value to specific verticals and their business processes if they are to succeed in this crowded arena,” says Velosa.

Forecast methodology

IoT is a set of individual markets and verticals. Gartner tracks commercial IoT (healthcare, smart buildings, smart cities, retail, agriculture, etc.), industrial IoT (utilities, transportation, manufacturing, etc.) and the automotive markets.

With the integration of Machina Research, Gartner now publishes a unified IoT forecast dataset using a new forecast methodology that places the projects organisations are carrying out at the centre of the forecast.

About Gartner

Founded in 1979, it is the leading research and advisory company. It has expanded well beyond its flagship technology research to provide senior leaders across the enterprise with the indispensable business insights, advice and tools needed to achieve mission-critical priorities and build the organizations of tomorrow.

Together with its clients, Gartner fuels the future of business so that a more successful world takes shape.

                    

                

            

        

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        Sustainability Issues of Data Centers Leads to New Certifications

                    

                    
                                                Posted on September 3rd, 2019

                                            

                    
                        The environmental impact of data usage is growing fast. Carbon dioxide emissions from data centers are now equal to those of the global air travel. To help tackle the problem, the sustainability certification TCO Certified will be expanded to include network equipment, data storage products and servers.


As more of us use mobile devices, streaming services and cloud-based solutions, the number of energy-guzzling data centers is growing rapidly. If this trend is not reversed, data centers may use as much as 13% of global electricity in 2030, compared to 1% in 2010. As with other IT products, data center products also have an adverse effect on human health throughout the supply chain, from health and safety concerns to human rights violations.




To promote more sustainable practices, TCO Development is now developing new criteria for data center products. These will be added to the most recent generation of the global sustainability certification for IT products, TCO Certified, at the end of 2019.

“By including data center products in TCO Certified, we help drive more sustainable solutions and enable purchasers to make responsible choices,” says Sören Enholm, CEO at TCO Development, the organization behind TCO Certified.

TCO Certified has pushed the sustainable development of IT products for over a quarter of a century. A new generation is launched every three years and the latest release is the most ambitious to date. Criteria drive responsibility and transparency in the supply chain and enable circular solutions.

Organizations increasingly demand IT products and solutions that are more sustainable. The challenge for most purchasers is to verify that sustainability claims made by the IT brands are actually correct. This is where an independent third-party certification can help.

“In December, IT brands can start applying for certification to the new criteria. Purchasing organizations then get access to data center products that are verified to be more environmentally and socially sustainable,” concludes Enholm.

Follow the development on tcocertified.com/datacenter.

Toward sustainable IT products

With over 25 years of experience, TCO Certified is the world-leading sustainability certification for IT products. Our comprehensive criteria are designed to drive social and environmental responsibility throughout the product life cycle. Product categories include displays, computers and mobile devices, and compliance is independently verified, both pre and post certification.
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                                                    Superior Essex Communications Pilots Declare Label Initiative                                                
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                                                    HPDC Working Towards Net Positive Futures                                                

                                                
                                                    As a leader in the sustainable building market, the Health Product Declaration® (HPD) Collaborative operates its not-for-pro...                                                
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